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Corporate Graphics
The Movie:
To make one design fit on business cards, trucks
and buildings, you need to be an expert on the
concept of scale. Featured: Trent Fleming, project
manager, Sussman/Prejza & Company. (Movie
length: 3:01)

Background:

Every company would like to have instant recognition from potential customers. If someone already uses a
product or service that you produce, you want them to know where it came from. If you are creating an
advertisement or commercial about a product or service, you want to be sure the viewer knows where to go
to buy what is being advertised.
One technique for accomplishing these goals is the creation of an image that comes to stand for your
company, and the use of that image on products, packaging, advertisements, stationery, and even company
trucks and buildings.
This image may or may not contain letters and words; it can be a drawing, a symbol or simply the name of
your company in a particular font. Whatever it looks like, once you have invested in its creation and use, it
can become an extremely valuable corporate asset.

Curriculum Connections:
Measurement, Fractions, Ratios
This sketch is done at a scale of 1/4" = 1 foot.
How large will the corporate symbol be on the real building? How far above the door will it be positioned?
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Percents, Statistics

This table represents the results of a survey carried out by a corporation to find out how many potential customers
were familiar with its logo.
City

# of men
surveyed

% recognition
by men

# of women
surveyed

% recognition
by women

Los Angeles

56

25

47

63

Philadelphia

43

41

63

52

Atlanta

176

73

162

18

Toronto

61

28

41

72

Seattle

49

24

56

48

a) What is the average of the percent of men who recognized the logo? The average of the percent of women?
b) What percent of all men surveyed recognized the logo? Of all women? (Hint: You will first have to determine how
many men in each city recognized the logo.)
c) Compare your answers to (a) and (b). Why are they so different? Which is more useful?
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Geometry (polygons), Ratios

Corporate logos should be simple, and one way to simplify an image is to reduce it to a collection of basic geometric
shapes (circles, triangles, trapezoids, rectangles, etc.).
For example, a logo for a company that makes airplanes could be created by simplifying an image of an airplane into
basic geometric shapes, which can then be easily reduced or enlarged.

airplane photograph

an ellipse and two equilateral triangles

In a similar way, create corporate logos to represent these images. Name each geometric shape used. Then create a
large and small version of the logo from construction paper.

a) sailboat

b) realtor

c) pet store
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Job Number: #10455
Customer: Rags to Riches, Inc.
Date promised by: ______________
Description: Customer wants an image to represent his company.
Requirements:
1) The image should represent the idea of people earning a lot of money.
2) Image must work in a grid of 50 pixels wide by 30 pixels high (she’s going to use
it on her new e-mail stationery).
3) Image to be in four colors.
4) Letters “RTR” must appear under, above, or to side of image, within the 50 x 30
pixel boundary.
Below is an example an earlier black-and-white job we did in this pixel range for a
bicycle company.
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Teaching Guidelines: Sign Here
Math Topic: Pixel-Based Images
This activity is best done by students individually or
working in teams of two. It is well-suited for teaching
students about the use of pixels in computer-based
graphic art.

You may wish to extend this activity for more
advanced students by asking them to use one font
from a selection as the basis for the letters in the
image, or by expanding the color palette that can
be used.

Distribute the handout and discuss it. Ensure that
students understand what is called for.
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Measurement (length), Ratios
Measure the height and width of this logo. What dimensions should it have
when used on corporate stationery? What dimensions should it have when
used on a billboard that is 10 feet high?
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If you enjoyed this Futures Channel Movie, you will probably also like these:
Models for Movies,
#4005

Building miniature replicas with a full-scale imagination, Greg Jein reproduces every detail of the Star Trek space vessels.

The Tools of Graphic
Design, #4015

Graphic artists lay out images and type with tools like rulers, triangles and
compasses and computers, so the printer can perfectly recreate the designer’s work.

Creating an Ad
Campaign, #4007

Creating an advertising campaign requires inspiration, design skills and
computer know-how.
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